
 

 

 

COACH AND LEADERSHIP INTRODUCTIONS 

Randy Gillon- Owner, Director 

Paige Wetzel- Director of Volleyball Coach and Player Development, Volleyball Admin & Recruiting Coordinator 

• Gabe Burgamy & Addison Howie- 17/18 National  
• Jayme Marbury & Emma Helms- 16 National 
• Ashlyn Watson & Susan Geber- 15 Regional 
• Griffin Gary & Marissa Elio-15/14 National 
• Vincent Le & Blythe Blaser- 14 Regional 
• Paige Wetzel & McKenna Hardy- 14/13 National  
• Ella Helms & Ava Rinehart- 13 Regional 

Opportunity Pledge: barring sickness, injury, or final day single elimination brackets, every player will play every 
day of a tournament. 

NATIONAL VS. REGIONAL TEAMS  

NATIONAL REGIONAL 

The purpose of a national team is to serve athletes who 

wish to play in high-competition environments. This level 

is most suitable for athletes with college volleyball 

aspirations. These teams will travel to tournaments with 

historically high college coach attendance and will play 

in competitive divisions.  

The purpose of a regional team is to serve athletes with less 

of a travel requirement. These teams play a short, 

competitive season with few overnight stays. This is a great 

option for players that want to stay ready for a school 

season or those who play other sports in the spring. 

TENTATIVE NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS                   
*We must be accepted into these tournaments, 

applications don’t start until late August 

JAN 16-18 Lil Big South | Atlanta, GA 

JAN 29-31 Music City USAV Qualifier | New Orleans, LA 

FEB 20-22 Southeast 18s USAV Qualifier & U17 
Invitational (Atlanta, GA) 

MARCH Birmingham or Foley AAU Tournament  

APRIL 24-25 SRVA Regionals (Atlanta, GA) 

MAY Tune-ups/Playdates 

TENTATIVE REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS                         
*We must be accepted into these tournaments, applications 

don’t start until late August 

JAN 16-18 Lil Big South (Atlanta, GA) 

FEB 6-7 Bama Brawl (Montgomery, AL) 

MARCH Foley Beach Blast (Foley, AL) 

APRIL 24-25 SRVA Regionals (Atlanta, GA) 

*One more single day tournament 

SCHEDULE/TRAINING: 

• 2 Practices per Week 
• Monthly Position Training 

JULY 9, 2026 CLUB INTEREST MEETING 



LATE JUNE/EARLY JULY AAU National Championships 
(Orlando, FL) 

SCHEDULE/TRAINING: 

• 2-3 Practices per Week 
• ATP Perform Training 
• Monthly Position Training 
• Recruiting Assistance  

 

COST PER PLAYER: $3300 

WHAT THIS COVERS:  
• Uniform and practice gear package 
• Smaller roster sizes (9-10 players per team) 
• 2–3 practices each week 
• 6-7 tournaments including 1–2 National Qualifiers 

and Southern Regional Championships 
• AAU National Championships (Orlando) 
• Performance training included (speed, strength, 

power, mobility) 
• Master Coaching: Specific position coaching 

sessions 
• Sports performance testing 
• Recruiting guidance & clinics 
• Additional access to training facility during non-

peak times 
• Coach salaries from November-July 

 
This does NOT cover player food/travel expenses. Some 

tournaments will be stay-and-play contracts, meaning every 

club must fulfill a minimum number of rooms in the sponsoring 

hotels. 

COST PER PLAYER: $2350 

WHAT THIS COVERS:  
• Uniform and practice gear package 
• 1-2 practices each week 
• 4-5 tournaments including Southern Regional 

Championships 
• Larger Roster size (11-12) 
• Master Coaching: Specific position coaching sessions 
• Coach salaries from November-May  

 

This does NOT cover player food/travel expenses. Some 

tournaments will be stay-and-play contracts, meaning every club 

must fulfill a minimum number of rooms in the sponsoring hotels. 

 

TRYOUT INFORMATION 

AGE RESTRICTIONS 

Auburn Volleyball Academy is a USAV/AAU sanctioned organization. All players must adhere to the age restrictions 

listed below without exception:  



 

TEAM OFFERS 

Offers are for a singular team, not an age group. This means that a 14 National team offer does not equate to an 

offer on 14 Regional.  

Once tryouts conclude, selected players will be sent an email from the club administrators offering a spot on the 

team. Each player will be given 24 hours to respond to offer. No response will prompt coaches to pursue other 

players—double check your email address at tryout check in! 

Commitment to a team means commitment to all practices and full tournament schedule. Absences from these 

events will affect playing time and no refunds will be given should a player fail to fulfill the full season commitment.  

We will do our very best to create teams in the youngest possible age range for each team. However, players may 

be offered a spot on an older team in order to fill/balance positions. Questions about a player moving up are 

always welcome.  

  



NATIONAL TEAM COACHES 

PAIGE WETZEL | 13/14 National Head Coach, Director of Coach and Player Development, Volleyball 

Admin & Recruiting Coordinator 

I began coaching to give other women the same opportunities given to me through the game. Whether a player is 
a top-recruited athlete or never makes the team, I believe the camaraderie of women working toward a common 
goal is a lifelong skill that can be learned best in a fast-paced environment like volleyball. 

Experience:  

• Lake Tapps Volleyball Club (Puyallup, WA)- USAV Bid 
• Metro American Volleyball Club (Washington, DC)- USAV Bid 
• Graduate Assistant Coach, Jacksonville State University 
• Head Volleyball Coach, Point University 
• Inaugural Head Volleyball Coach, Auburn University at Montgomery 
• Director of Volleyball Operations/Assistant Coach, Auburn University 
• SEC Network Volleyball Color Analyst, ESPN+ 
• Finals appearance in 2026 SRVA Regionals with AVA 13Regional 

McKENNA HARDY | 13/14 National Assistant Coach 

I love coaching volleyball because I get to help athletes grow both as players and as people. Watching them 
gain confidence and overcome challenges is the most rewarding. I enjoy building relationships with my players 
and create a positive environment where everyone can improve 

Experience: 

• 8 years of travel/school ball for Auburn High School and COLAVOL as a DS/Libero 
• AVA Private lesson, pre-elite, and elite 
• Finals appearance in 2026 SRVA Regionals with AVA 13Regional 

GRIFFIN GARY | 15/14 National Head Coach 

I find my motivation in getting my athletes ready for the next level. I expect my players to work hard and develop a 
deep understanding of the game. 

Experience: 

• Auburn Men’s Club Volleyball  
• Pre-elite, elite, and private lessons instructor 
• General Manager and athlete for Auburn Jets, semi-pro men’s volleyball team 
• JV Head Coach, Lee-Scott Academy 
• Won Gold at 2026 SRVA Regionals with 16 National, also coached the 15 Regional team  

MARISSA ELIO | 15/14 National Assistant Coach 

I’m known to be a very passionate, outgoing, and encouraging coach. My coaching motivation goes beyond the 
court, I believe in developing great people not just great players. 

Experience: 



• 2025- AVA Assistant Coach 15 Regional Club team  
• Pre Elite/ Elite Coach  
• Played Volleyball at AUM 
• played NAIA Volleyball at Point University 
• Club Volleyball at Tsunami 2014- 2016/Beulah High School alum 

JAYME MARBURY | 16 National Head Coach 

My motivation for coaching is to help young athletes grow both on and off the court. I strive to build confidence, 
discipline, accountability, and a strong work ethic while helping each player reach their full potential. Parents and 
players can expect a coach who is passionate, supportive, honest, and committed to creating a positive, 
competitive environment where every athlete is challenged to improve and succeed. 

Experience: 

• SIAC Softball Champion at Tuskegee University 
• Tuskegee Softball Graduate Assistant Coach 
• Inaugural Coach for Auburn Volleyball Academy 
• Pre-elite, Elite Instructor 
• Head Volleyball Coach at JAG High School  

EMMA HELMS | 16 National Assistant Coach 

Volleyball motivates me to push myself, stay disciplined, and work hard for my goals. The sport has taught me the 
importance of teamwork, perseverance, and always giving my best effort no matter the challenge. 

Experience: 

• Setter at Deep South Volleyball Club 
• Super 12 and All-State Honors 
• Lurleen B Wallace Community College 2nd team All-Conference 
• Assistant coach at Deep South Volleyball Club 

GABE BURGAMY | 18 National Head Coach 

I love to see the journey of each player, from the very start to the very end. I would say my own journey as well. I 
think volleyball and sports in general is more about having fun, enjoying yourself along with your teammates and 
becoming a better person and player through that.  

Experience: 

• Coached the 18 National team  
• Open level men’s indoor/outdoor athlete 
• Junior level Volleyball Official 
• Assisted with camps at Auburn University, West Florida, and other clubs in the area 

ADDISON HOWIE | 18 National Assistant Coach 

I love watching players discover what they can do through the sport, not just in their skills but how they handle 
their emotions and respond to hard things. 

Experience: 



• Setter for Dallas Skyline 
• Setter for Gulf Coast College  
• Coached various camps at Dallas Skyline  
• Coached national club teams in Jacksonville, Florida 
• Beginning sophomore year at Point University in Fall 2026 

 

REGIONAL TEAM COACHES 

ELLA HELMS | 13 Regional Head Coach 

Experience: 

• Setter/DS at Deep South Volleyball Club 
• Assistant coach at Deep South Volleyball Club 

AVA RINEHART | 13 Regional Assistant Coach 

Experience: 

• Middle Blocker Johns Creek High School 
• Pre-elite, private lessons instructor 

VINCENT LE | 14 Regional Head Coach 

I truly love volleyball, and one of my biggest motivations for coaching is helping the sport continue to grow. More 
importantly, I love watching young athletes develop. Not just their volleyball skills, but also their confidence, work 
ethic, and character. Parents and players can expect a coach who is passionate, supportive, and committed to 
creating a positive environment where athletes are challenged, encouraged, and given every opportunity to 
improve. I will always strive to help each player reach their potential while making sure they enjoy the game and 
grow both on and off the court. 

Experience: 

• Coached 2026 12 Regional team 
• Baby bumpers, pre-elite, elite instructor 
• Auburn Men’s Club Volleyball 
• Indoor/outdoor volleyball 

BLYTHE BLASER | 14 Regional Assistant Coach 

My motivation comes from wanting to create a positive impact in other people's lives and sharing my love for 
volleyball. 

Experience: 

• DS/Libero Tennessee Performance 
• All-County Libero in High School 
• Head Coach of 13s for C2 Volleyball Club 
• Coached AVA 14 Regional in 2026 Season 



ASHLYN WATSON | 15 Regional Head Coach 

I coach because I love the game of volleyball and want to help young athletes grow both on and off the court. 
My goal is to build confident, hardworking players while creating a positive and supportive team environment! 

Experience: 

• Pre-elite and private lessons instructor 
• Head Coach, The Oaks  
• Setter/Right Side for Lurleen B. Wallace Community College, ACCC Runner-Up  

 

SUSAN GEBER | 15 Regional Assistant Coach 

I have always aimed to be a coach that I wished to have. Someone that supported me through everything, 
didn’t yell at me for trying new things, and helped me understand my intentions as a player was important. As a 
coach, I hope to encourage hustle, teach new skills, and find new ways to have fun. It’s important to me that 
these girls learn how to build confidence in their abilities and know they are always supported. 

Experience: 

• Pre-Elite and Baby Bumpers instructor 
• Coached boys volleyball in high school  


